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‘Give attendance te reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.” 


THE PRAYER OF FAITH. 
A SERMON, 
WY L. 8. EVERETT. 
“ Father, forgive them.”—Lnuke xxii’. 34. 

The goodness of Gor is forcibly illustrated, 
and conspicuously exemplified, in the ministry 
of his Son our Saviour. Doubtless, the grand 
object of his visit to the world, was, to make 
a glorious display of the divine perfections of 
his Father. He was the image of the invisi- 
ble * { Am”’—the brightness of his glory, the 
child of his love; and in the characterof Je 
hovah’s representative, he came to do the will 
of his Father; to make known his purposes ; 
and to ratify his promises. He came to mor- 








tals with divine credentials of his mussicn ; 
lived but to bless the world, and at last laid 


down his life in our behalf His life had been 
a luminous series of splendid virtues, and his 
death, procured by treachery, and effected 
under the most distressing circumstances, and 
in the most ignominious manner. shed around 
the world the balm of peace, and diffused the 
hope of heaven. It was on that memorable 
day, when, by “cruel hands he was crucified 
and slain’ —it was while he was expiring on 
the accursed tree--it was while the purple 
current was flowing from the wounds inflicted 
by his murderers—-yea, while suffering accu 
mulated and untold miseries, that he uttered 
the words of our text. 

He was suspended upon the cross between 
two malefactors—-he was insulted and reviled ! 
It was not enough that his enemies should 
wrongfally accuse him: it was not enough 
that they should conspire to swear away his 
life; it was not enough, that they should mur- 
der the Son of David! They must fill up the 
measure of their monstrous guilt by insult! 
The rulers derided him; * he saved others, 
let him save himself” was their impious lan-4 
guage : Soldiers approached his sacred person, 
andin copying the brutal examples of their | 
superionrs, mocked him, and gave him vine 
gar to drink, saying “If thou be the king of 
the Jews, save thyself.” Even one of the male- 
factors railed on him, saying, ‘If thou be | 
Christ, save thyself and us!” It was on this | 
occasion, and ander these circumstances— | 





| will by no means clear the guilty.” 


When the sun veiled its face—when the rocks 
were rent in twain-—when darkness covered | 
the earth, and *+ heaven in mourning stood” — 
it wes then, £ «a that the Son of God, look- 

ing up to benighant Heaven, uttered theifer- 
vent prayer, Father, forgive them. 

I might here dwell upon tie soul rejoicing 
theme of a Saviour’s love ; I might call your 
attention to his life, his heavenly precepts, his 
god-like examples, his heroick virtue, his 
divine resignation, his splendid achievements, 
his supreme confidence in God, hi#immortal 
glory, his extensive provisions for those whom 
he came to save, his victory over death, his 
triumph over hell! Nay; I might tell you, 
that God loved the mighty Redeemer and gave 
all things into his hands ; that he cams to give 
eternal life to as many as God had given him; 
that when he was lifted up ffom the earth, it 
was done that he might draw all men to him- 
self; that he became the propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world; that he was exalted 
a Prince aud a Saviour to give repentance to . 
Israel and forgivéness of sins; yea, I might - 
tell you that he came to.seek arid to save the 
lost and wandering children of men; and on 
these several topicks we might dwell with fond 
delight and divine satisfaction: But I must 
leave these heaven-glorifying themes for the 
present, to seek for other realities presen.« 
ted in our text. We need not wander from 
our subject, for it will afford, of itself, the 
bread of God, and the water of eternal life and 
joy. Several doctrinal considerations seem 
first to require attention. 

1. Forgiveness, has been supposed to con- 
sist in an interference of Mercy with the law- 
ful demands of Justice, in such a manner, 
that the sinner can escape the punishment of 
his sins. But no idea caw be more at varierce 
with truth than this supposition. For nothing 
can be more evident, than the fact, that “God 

If this 
be admitted, (and it cannot well be denied,) 
it follows that the guilty can by no means be 
exonorated from ail the punishment, or all 
those punishments, that strict and impartial 
justice may require tobe inflicted. Hence, if 
man, by his disobedience, has forfeited hea- 
ven, and justice requires his endless misery; 
he must inevitably be lost to all eternity : for 
God has given us no assurance that justice 
shall be sacrificed, or that one jot or ‘tittle 
shail fail of securing its demands. All those, 
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therefore, who hope for salvation on the 
I am examining, are leaning upon a 

en staff, and building their house of faith 
on a sandy fonndation. 

Forgiveness, on the contrary, consists in 
taking away the sins of mankind. It is dis- 
tinguished from what is called forgiveness by 
this simple difference: the former is a remo- 
val of guilt or a propensity to sin; the latter 
is the act of letting the sinner go without 
receiving the punishment he justly deserves. 
T remark, 

The idea that forgiveness consists in a 


remission of punishment, is predicated on the | 


ome that punishment is vindictive. These 
maintain this doctrine, suppose, that God, 
in his wrath and fury, resolved to punish Adam 
and all his posterity in a hell of endless tor- 
ment. This wrathful purpose, they call « vin- 
dictive justice.” Starting upon this false sup- 
position, they are led to the absurd conclusion, 
that theM@ can be no other way by which man 
can be saved, than by a sacrifice of the de- 
mands of this vindictive principle, called jus- 
tice, and imputed to God as one of his adora- 
ble perfections. 

It will be a sufficient refutation of this 
doctrine to say, 1. God never resolved to damn 
all mankind, nor any part of the human race, 
in a hell of ceaseless wo. 2. If he ever did 
form such a resolution, he never has revealed 
it to amy other persons than the limitarian 
clergy ; and if they are witnesses of the con- 
tract, héis bound to fulfil it upon them first of 
all, % lf God ever had any such purpose, 
he could not suffer it to be'frastrated without 
denying himself, and becoming a changeable 
bei 


Again: To say that persons elected before 
the ation of the world, were ever expose! 
to the torment of this hell, is to say, they were 
and were not thus exposed, at the same time. 
Tosay that any person, whether thus elected 
or net, who shall hereafter obtain heaven, was 
aver in reality exposed to this vindictive wrath, 
is to suppose that God did not know what 
would be the result of his gracious interposi- 
tion in his behalf. 

This bemg understood, I will lay before you 
a few passages of scripture, which will help us 
in obtaining clear ideas of this part of our 


— 
Acts v. 31: “Him hath God exalted 
with his right hand, a Prince and a Saviour 
for to give repentance to Israel, and furgive- 
ness of sins.”” Observe, 1, Christ was exalted 
by God’s right hand to be a Saviour. Now, if 
chad been so full of wrath, as is supposed, 
he would not. have provided a Saviour: and 
farther ; by turning to the 3rd chapter of this 
book, we find that Christ did not come to 
save the people from wrath and eternal fury, 
but “ to save them from their sins.” Observe, 
2, Christ was exalted to give repentance. Re- 


pentance, strictly speaking, is a radical re. 
Formation, and should be so rendered: This 
reformation, it will be perceived, stands: first 
among the gifts Christ was to bestow; and 
without the first, to wit, a reformation, the 
second, viz. forgiveness, cou!d not be bestow- 
ed. 3, Whenever a reformation could be ef- 
fected, the law would be satisfied, (as that only 
requires holiness,) and forgiveness would 
ensue as the natural and necessary result of 
the reformation of the subject, and would con- 
sist in a radical removal of that criminality, 
which, if persisted in, would justly entitle the 
person to a contmuation of disciplinary pun- 
ishmentto be inflicted by out heavenly Father. 
Again: Acts, xiii. 38: “ Be it known unto 
you therefore, men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached unto you the forgiveness 
of sins.” Here I remark, is another instance, 
in which forgiveness must be understood in 
the sense I have attached to it, inasmuch as 
this forgiveness was offered to those addressed 
on the ground that they should. as a prepara- 
tory step toits attainment, believe, or have 
faith—that faith which works by love and pu- 
rifiesthe heart. Again: Acts, xxvi. 18: “To 
open their eyes, to turnthem trom darkness 
to light, and from the power of satan unto 
God; that they may receive forgiveness of sins, 
and inheritance among them which are sanc- 
tified by faith that isin me” Here we find, 
that Christ appeared to Paul on his journey to 
Damascus, to open his eyes, to tura him from 
darkness to light, and from the power of the 
Adversary to God, that he might receive for- 
giveness of sins. Christdid not appear to him 
in this manner to save him from. hell or the 
just punishment of his sins, but that he might 
obtain deliverance from his evil and persecu- 
ting spirit, and gain an inheritance among 
those who had before been made pure by the 
sanctifying operations of divine love. See 
ulso Ephesians, i. 7, and Col. i 14, where the 
word forgiveness occurs, and is evidently used 
in the same sense. I will only refer you to 
one other texton this subject. See Ex. xxxiv. 
7: “ Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression and sin, and that will 
by no means clear the guilty.” From this we 
learn, that, although God is mercifal and for- 
gives iniquity, yet that he will by no means 
clear the guilty. This is directly to our pur- 
pose, as it shows beyond a reasonable doubt, 
that forgiveness is not what it has boen sup- 
posed to be; and by fair inference, that it is 
@ radical cleansing of the soul from sin, the 
cause of punishment. 

The doctrine I have laboured to maintain, 
may be illustrated by supposing  familiat 
case. We will suppose that a person, for some 
crime, is sentenced by a court of justice, to 
fourteen years hard labour in our penitentiary. 
He goes according to his sentence. But during 





seven years, such is his condact, that the 
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keepers of the prison become satisfied that he 
is radically reformed; and accordingly make 
a statement of his case to the Executive of 
the state; who, finding the evidence satisfac- 
tory, sends a pardon, and the cunvict is relea- 
sed. Now, all are ready to admit, that this | 
person is forgiven. But here a difficulty ari- | 
ses. Suppose this person should remain in 

prison the whole fourteen years; would he | 
then, after having received the whole penalty 

of the law, be forgiven? [answer yes, just 

as much as if he had been liberated at the 

end.of seven years. Observe, 1, The object 

of the law and its penalty, was (if it was a | 
proper law) to send this person to prison for | 
the term of fourteen years, supposing that, | 
that length of time would be necessary to 

effect the desired reformation in the offender. 

The only reason why those who enacted the | 
law fixed upon that period of time, was for | 
the want of actual knowledge of the degree | 
of depravity in the heart of the offender.— | 
They supposed, therefore, that this length of | 
time, and degree of punishment, would have 
the desired effect. When it was ascertained 
that the subject of punishment, according to 
our first supposition, had actually reformed, 
justice, as well as mercy, required his libera- 
tion ; and the only difference in the two cases, 
that I can perceive, is this: in the first, the 
law would be proved imperfect, inasmuch as 
it required more punishment than was neces- 


sary to reform the person; and in the second 
it would be found perfect, inasmuch as the 
punishment apportioned to the crime, would 
be just enough to secure the object in view, 


viz. the reformation of the culprit. But the 
terms on which the convict would be released, 
are, in both cases, precisely the same; and 
forgiveness would ensue, whenever he had 
been reformed. But, if the term of fourteen 
years should not reform the person, it might, 
in consequence of the weakness of human 
judgement, and the imperfection of human | 
laws, be expedient to grant a release, yet both 
justice and mercy would require a longer con- 
tinuance of the punishment. 

This view of our subject presents forgive- 
ness in its proper light, and shows us that 
punishment itself is an act of mercy, since it 
is, or ought to be, inflicted with a view to 
promote the creature’s good. And hence, too, 
forgiveness, following the subject in every 
step of moral improvement, comes in at last 
to crown each former gift of God, and sheds 
abroad within the soul the satisfactory assu- 
rance, that every evil propensity is subdued. 
Peace, then, like a river from the throne of 
God, meanders forth, giving life and joy to 
every faculty of the mind, invigorating and 
renewing the heart, and pouring its healthful 
Waters into the unfathomable ocean. of a Sa- 
viour’s love. e 

This kind of forgiveness, it being rational 








and consistent with justice and mercy, is good 
and profitable unto men. It guards us. from 
the evil effects of uncalled for lenity, or un- 
merited indulgence towards the wicked, and 
leads as to moderation in punishment, by pre- 
senting its proper object tothe mind. The 
principle, 1 conceive, is pre-eminently. calew- 
lated to give force, and energy to our system 
of jurisprudence, and to infuse into our crimi- 
nal code the proper degrees of inflexibility, 
and m»deration, of severity and mildness. It 
is also a proper principle to be carried into 
our families; inasmuch as it will teach the: 
parent how to be’ just, and merciful, at the. 
same time; and the child to expect indul. 
gence only on the ground of ebedience.. 
This view of our subject also presents our 
text ia a peculiarly interesting light. It teach- 
es us that Christ, in praying for his enemies,. 
petitioned the throne of heaven, that, they. 
might become holy. He did not desire that 
they might be saved from equitable punish- 
ment; for God could never answer such a 
desire; he prayed that their malice, their.un- 
belief, their hardness ef heart, their blindness. 
of mind, their cruel, and persecuting, and 
ungodly dispositions, might be taken away, « 
This being understood of the subject of. 
forgiveness, I proceed, 
2ndly, to speak of certain facts connected 
with prayer, and which have a particular bear. 
ing upon the prayer of our Lord Jesus... 
1. Prayer, in order to :he .acceptable, to 
God, myst be in strict agcordapge with lum, 
will. -This proposition is sufficieetly-stistein: 
ed by the testimony of Christ pumself, die, 
taught his disciples to pray that God’s * king- 
dom might come, and his will be done, in 


| earth, as it is in heaven.” In strict accordance’ 
| with this divine rule, after he had prayed that. 
| the bitter cup might pass from kim, headded, 


«not my will, but thine be done.” Were it 
necessary, 1 might extend almost indefinitely, 
the mest positive evidence of the proposition : 
which I have assumed but every well.instruct._ 
ed mind admits the fact. 

2. It would be highly criminal in. any one 
knowing the will of God, to pray for any thing 
contrary to it. In order to realize the truth | 
of this position, we have only to imagine how 
presumptuous it would be to pray for that 
which heaven had seen proper to deny, or to 
deprecate that which he had designed to be- 
stow. ‘The mortal who should raise his puny 
arm to stop the well-ordered revolutions of 
the world, or should attempt to revérse the 
laws of Nature, would be no more fool hardy. 
then kim who should pray contrary to the’ 
known wil! of God. os Ee 

3. Prayer should be accompanied with faith.- 
A cold, formal, and faithless prayer is ap 
abomination in the sight. of God ; and without 
a full belief that oar petitions will bé answer- ; 
ed, they will be unavailing, and measurably 
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gible. ‘To pray in faith, is to pray 

believing that God will hear, and that he will 
graciously return an answer of peace. 

4. Our belief that our prayers are in ac- 

-eordance with the will of God, and conse- 

«quently that they will be answered, must be 


“predicated upon what is known of his divine: 


~will and purposes; or it must be the result of 
@¢andid examination of what is, or has been 
srevealed, relative to the subject of our desires 
And now, 
&. Christ, when he prayed for his enemies 
on the cross, prayed according to the rules 
“Jaid down for others. That he knew the will 
wof his Father, will not be denied, and that he 
“prayed in accordance with the will of God, is 
equally undeniable. The fact that he required 
‘his followers to pray for those things which 
‘Heaven had willed to grant is sufficient proof 
“thet he did not himself pray for any thing con- 
~traty to the determinations of the Most High 
He therefore prayed in faith, nothing doubt- 
~ing, for the forgiveness of his enemies, and 
“his belief that his request would be granted 
“was predicated upon certain, and incontro- 
~vertible facts, which were known to him. 
Thus our subject teaches us that our Lord 
Jesus Christ, while suffering on the accursed 
tree, prayed for the conversion and salvation 


-of his enemies. It would seem from this, that | 


vile as they were, he knew it was the will of 
God thus to convert and save them: this would 
seem to be the only rational conclusion t» be 
drawn from the facts thus presented; but 
strange as it.may appear, there are thase who 
undertake to evade the force of all this, in a 
~very novel way. 

When we speak of the benevolence of 
Christ, or advert to his labours of love on 
earth,—when we centend that he, being the 
“‘ express image of God,” evinced a desire for 
the salvation of the whole world ; it is replied, 
that he possessed two natures, the one human, 
the other'‘divine ; and that while the human 
nature desired the salvation of all sinners, the 
divine, determined not to grant deliverance 
but toa part. And hence, while the Son, in 
the garb of humanity, offered up his life for 
the world, and his prayer to God, for all his 

enemies, it was done under the full conviction, 
that it was the determination of the Father, 
and the divine nature of the Son himself, nei- 
ther to grant the prayer, nor accept the atone- 
tment of the human ‘nature of the Messiah ! 
This incongruous doctrine is tendered us as 
4 saving reality; but with humble defference 
to the superiour wisdom and learning of those 
who have advocated it, I must be allowed to 
call it in question. 

I remark, 1, If this notion were true, it 
would exalt the human nature of the Son of 
God, far above the divine, inasmuch as it at- 
tributes those benevolent feelings to the form- 
é, athe gratification of which is denied or 
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forbid by the latter. 2. It argues that Chris‘ 
was an imperfect being, inasmuch as a certain 
something, which, if this doctrine be true, 
may as well be called a weakness, led him to 
ask for that which God, and the divine part of 
himself concurred in designing to withhold. 
3. It implies a collision of sentiment and 
feeling between God and the Son, which 
would be incompatible with the character of 
the former, and the mediatorial dignity of the 
latter.. 4. It makes out that Jesus Christ was 
not merely.one person, but possessed of two 
distinct existences, as different from each 
other as light and darkness; nay, infinitely 
different. 

This absurd notion cannot be refuted more 
effectually than in the language of Dr. Chan. 
ning After speaking of the unity of God, he 
observes : 

* We believe that Jesus is one mind, one 
soul, one being, as truly one as we are, and 
equally distinct from God. We complain of 
the doctrine of the Trinity, that not satisfied 
with making God three beings, it makes Jesus 
Christ two beings, and thus introduces infi- 
nite confusion into our conceptions of his 
character. This corruption of Christianity, 
alike repugnant to common sense, and to the 
general strain of scripture, is a remarkable 
proof of the power of false philosophy in dis- 
figuring the simple truth of Jesus. 

** According to this doctrine, Jesus Christ, 
instead of being one mind, one: conscious, 
intelligent principle, whom we can under- 
stand, consists of two souls, two minds, the 
one divine, the other human; the one weak, 
the other almighty; the one ignorant, the 
other omniscient. Now we maintain that this 
isto make Christ two beings. ‘To deno: inate 
him one person, one being, and yet to suppose 
him made up of two minds, infinitely differ- 
ent from éach other, is to abuse and confound 
language, and to throw darkness over all our 
conceptions of intelligent natures. Accord- 
ing ‘o the common doctrines, each of these 
two minds in Christ has its own conscious- 
ness, its own will, its own perceptions.— 
They have in fact no common properties. 
The divine mind feels none of the wants and 
sorrows of the human, and the human is in- 
finitely removed from the happiness and per- 
fection of the divine. Can you conceive of 
two beings in the universe more distinct 1— 
We have always thought that one person Was 
distinguished by one consciousness. The doc- 
trine that one and the same person should 
have two consciousnesses, two wills, two souls, 
infinitely different from each other, this we 
think an enormous tax on human credulity.” 

‘* We say, that if a doctrine, so strange, 3? 
difficult, so remote from all the previous no- 
tions of men, be indeed a part, and an essen- 
tial part of revelation, it must be taught with 
great distinctness, and we ask our brethren to 
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point lo some e plain, direct passage, where 
Christ “is sail to be composed of two minds 
infinitely different, yet constituting one person, 
We tind nove. Odcr opponents, indeed tell us, 
that thie ductrine is necessary to the harmony 
of the Scriptures—that some texts ascribe to 
Jeses Christ humun, aod others divine proper- 
ties, and that to reconcile these, we must sup- 
pose two minds, to which these properties may 
be referred.. In other words, for the purpose 
of reconciling certai« difficult passages, which 
a just criticism: cao ma great dogree, if aot 
wholly explain, we must iovent an hypothesis 
vastly more difficult, and involving gross ab- 
surdity. Weare to find our way out of a lab- 
yrioth by a clue, which conducts us into mazes 
infinitely more inextricable.” 

“Surely, if Jesus Christ felt that he consis- 
ted of two minds, aad that this was a leading 
featare of his religion, his phraseology respec- 
ting himself would have been coloured by this 
peculiarity. The aniversal language of men 
is framed upon the idea, that one person is one 
mind, and one soul; and when the multitude 
heard this language from the lips of Jesus, 
they must have taken it in its usual sense, and 
must have referred to a single soul all which 
he spoke, ualess expressly instructed to iater- 
pret it differently. But where do we find this 


instruction ? Where do you meet, in the New 
Testament, the phraseolugy which abounds in 
_trinitarian books, and which necessarily grew 


from the doctrine of two uatures in Jesus? 
Where does this divine Teacher say, This I 
speak as God, and this as man? this is true 
only of my humas mind, this only of my di- 
vise ? Where do we find in the epistle a trace 
of this strange phraseology? No where! It 
was oot necded in that day: It was demanded 
by the errvurs of a later age.” 

This very satisfactory summary of objec- 
tions to the idea of two natares in Christ, pre- 
sents our subject in a still more interesting 
point of light. It teaches us, that he prayed 
to God—not to. himselfi—and in compliance 
with--not in opposition to-—the will of God 
with which he was acquainted, aod which he 
came to perforin. 

But another objection may be urged, which 
itmay be well to notice.—It may be ackoowl- 
edged that Christ prayed for his enemies in 
sitict compliance with the revealed will of 
God, but nevertheless it may be arged, that he 
has another will, in some respects the opposite 
of this revealed one. Indeed, it is maintain- 
ed. that the revealed will of heaven is, that all 
men shall be saved, while his secret will is; 
that all shall not be saved ! 

To this last resort of modern orthodoxy 1 
reply :—1. If the supposition Lam examining 


be correct, it proves that God has-two wills di-. 


ametrically opposed to each other which, if 
true, would argue thathe was divided against 
himself. 2. If he ever bad a secret will 





which differed from bis: revealed d will, it i meet 


have been communicated by express 
for the bible 


tionto a few favoured persqus ; 

silent aseto any such thing “ God is of one 
mind and, uone can turo him.”—3, If God 
ever -had a secret will, and entrusted ‘it in the: 
hands of those who say so much #boat it, they 
are unworthy of belief’; for the very tact that. 
they tell us there is- such & will, and have ia-: 
formed the world what it is, proves that they” 
have betrayed their trust; and if they woald: 
be guilty of so doing, we cannot place much 
confidence in their testimony. Hence, until 


“the bible is found to contain a revélation of 


(wo wills, we shall rest in the assurance that 
God has bat one—which is, that “all @en 
should be saved und come to the knowledge: 
of the truth.” 
Having thus briefly attended to the a 
of forgiveness, the nature of the 
pressed by Christ, and the will of 
to whom the prayer was aédressed, I eae 
4. The blessed Jesus addressed Jehovah as: 
his Father. Did the limits of one discourse: 
admit, 1 might here undertake to show that 
Jesus Christ stood in the capacity of a Son of” 
God, and was not the very God himself. But 
to an enlightened acditory a mere suggestion: 
of the fact is-sufficieat. Yet perhaps ] ought: 


to remark, that should we admit that Christ. ~ 


was the eternal God, it would not weaken our 
arguments in favour of the leading doctrine of 
the text; for whether he prayed to-God; is»a. 
distinct being from himself, or addressed his: 
petition to himself, it yet remains at that 
his prayer will be efficacious, ‘ina 
he asked. of God the desired blessing, he: 
knew it would be granted, and if he spoke to» 
himself, his knowledge of: bis own disposition, 
to grant the request must have iodaced him, 
to express it. 

Having laboured to establish these factsr 
here Irest. The conclusion is as inevitablens: 


| death, that all for whom Christ prayed; wii 


be forgiven! ‘he Son of Almighty God; as‘bar 
hung expiring upon the cross, when about ta 
vield his pure spirit into the hands of Gad, 
prayed fervently, sincerely, devoutly, infaith, 
in confidence, without wrath, and without 
doubting, for the forgiveness of his murderers ! 
Will this prayer—will this heaven-sinction- 
ed petition, which like holy incense from the 


is if” 


altar of God ascended up to the: throne of: - 


eternal Grace—will this prayer, I say, be with 
out effect 1 When the angels of heaven-carri- 
ed the: divine petition into the presence of *~ 
God, did they do it with the apprehension that 
it would not be answered? When Jehovah 
viewed it as the last offering of his only; be- 
gotten Soo, did-he swear, thiak ye, that he 
would not grant the request? No, I. come 
then, to a candid consideration of the-charac- 
ter and conditon of those for whom he prayed. *. 
By teferriog to the context, we find that 
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the, persons, in whose behalf our Saviour utter- 
ed. Se beget. were the elders of the 
people, the. chief priests, the scribes, Pilate 
and, dlerod, aud such others as had been in- 
sligated by them to put him to death © Nor 
is tt aujikely, that all those deluded beings, 
who.kated him-without a cayse, and consen- 
ted to his death were embraced in his prayer. 

“These persons, at least many of them, had 
seen with their own eyes, the astonishing ex- 
hibition of his power, and had heard from his 
éwa.lips the divine testimony of bis Messiah- 
ship» ‘The more learned among them, were 
well acquainted with the scriptures of the Old 
‘Lestament, and made it a business of expoun- 
ding.its mysteries for the editication of the 
people... lo rejecting him, therefore, they evi- 
dently. sinned against the- greatest light and 
knowledge, inasmuch as they had received 
eccular demonstration of the fact that Christ 
wrought his wighty works by the power of 
God. 

Af Imight attempt a classification of those 
who.were engaged in the diabolical act of kil- 
liag the Lord of glory, I would rank them thus: 
i. Blasphemers agaiost the Holy Spirit: 2. 
Principals in the murder. 3. Hypocrites: 4 
False accusers: 5 Liars: 6.«Those who had 
perjured themselves during the trial of Christ 
before, Pilate and Herod: 7. Thieves, not for- 
getting the one op the cross who joined with 
the gest in, reviling the spotless Saviour: 8. 

friends, who bad forsaken him in his af- 
fictions; 9. The self-righteous who thought 
th thefavorites of Godto the «eter- 
~~ palex of others! 
/%a,- these nine classes we behold a motly 
roup, of vile sinners, and in their characters 
see all that variety of wickedness which 
hasgntailed misery upon the world, and caused 
{to mourte 
lirely, then, if these vile wretches can be 
forgiven, the vilést of the vile need not des- 
pair+—If they can be converted to-the praise 
of ;God, we have reason to believe that all 
others will ultimately be saved trom sin.— 

But indulge me io noticing a few important 
particulars. Here we find that those very 
persons, who had sinned against the greatest 
light abd knowledge, were included in the 
heaven-born petition. Next are his murderers. 
‘They. in addition to a long catalogue of vile 
enormities, added the crime of taking the life 
“fone who lived but to bless. Next, we 
have ‘noticed those ungodly hypocrites, who 
inade*troad their “phylacteries”-—who prayed 
tovbe seen of men—~who robbed widows, hoa- 
ses+ewho pretended to have uncommon regard 
for ** peor immortal souls,” but who in the ex- 
ercise off their deadly malice, accused the Son 
of David of being « vile blaspbemer——"' a per- 
verterof the nativo!”--Next, in order come 
those who falsely accused him before Pilate. 
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Next, those who swore away his life. Next, 
those who had violated the sacred command 
of the decalogne, “thou shalt not steal.” 
Next, those who had followed him daring the 
days of his prosperity, but ungratefully aban- 
doned his cause and his person in the hour of 
danger. Next, that band of sacred imposters, 
who vainly fancied themselves more tighteous 
than others—who could lift their polluted 
hands to heaven, and claim exclusive privile. 
ges, and who could deal damnation round the 
world on all who dissented from their opinions, 
or refused to pay them homage. These per- 
sons, | repeat, were the subjects of grace ;— 
Christ prayed for their final deliverance—he 
prayed in faith ! 

Having briefly adverted toa few of the ma- 
ny doctrinal ideas suggested by the text, I 
leave the remainder for the present, and has- 
ten to draw from the sabject as now under- 
stood some theoretical and practical conclu 
sions. 

1. Ignorance is the cause of sin; or the 
destitution of a correct knowledge of the trath 
as it is in Christ, is the occasion uf most of 
those egregious transgressions which have 
perpetuated misery in our world. 

This proposition is sastained by our text 
and its connection. “ Father forgive them, 
they know not what they do,” was the pathetick 
declaration of the expiring Redeemer. If 
those for whom he prayed had known the 
trath and all the truth, they would not—they 


could vot bave treated him as they did If 


they had for a moment'laid aside their preju- 
dices. they would have seen, in the subject of 
their malice, all that was lovely, and amiable, 
and guod; and if they had viewed him in his 
proper character, they could not have nailed 
him to the cross nor pierced his side with the 
cruel spear! But, blinded by their zeal, and 
infatuated by their traditions; and perhaps 
rendered doubly inveterate by the reflection 
that their “cralt was in danger”—ibhey went 
on from step to step, antil the tragic scene 
was terminatéd by his trial, cracifixion, and 
death! So it is with all those who crucify the 
Lord of glory afresh by their disobedience to 
the divine commands. Could we all realize 
that sin only brings misery upon us, we should 
be more careful how we raised our hands to 
de evil. But, alas! listening with blind cre- 
dulity to the tempter, we hai? believe the fur- 
bidden fruit, “hich geratifies the taste fora 
moment, will afford us lasting peace, and we 
touch—we taste—we die ! 

2 A knowledge of the fact that ignorance 
is the cause of crime, assists in laying the 
foundation of charity. I honestly consider it 
the leading misfortune of mankind, that they 
attach too great a degree of criminalify to the 
acts of their fellow-béings. This evil will 
continue to the detriment of happiness so loog 
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as all wickedness is imputed to bereditary or 
inate depravity; or is considered as so many 
acts of wilful rebellion against light and know- 
ledge. 
I would not be understood that sin origin- 
_ ates in, or is occasioned by entire ignorance of 
all important traths, for such an idea would 
evidently be incorrect, and in the face of rea- 
sonas Well asrevelation. It is a plain matter 
of fact, that where we have no knowledge of 
the law, there can be no transgression; and 
hence, it is implied that there is knowledge in 
some degree wherever there is sin. But what 
lwould maintain is simply this; that ignor- 
ance of the consequences of sinful actions, is 
the cause of transgressign. And I contend, 
that a knowledge of the fact, that all men, 
when they violate a known Jaw or command- 
ment. do it without realizing the inevitable 
consequences, ought, and I believe will, inva- 
riably, lead to an exercise of charity, snd in- 
duce us to pray more fervently than we can 
uoder any other circumstances, for the for- 
ae of the wicked in the sense in which 
have considered forgiveness. This is doubt- 
less the reason why God in wrath remembers 
mercy—this ¢s the reason why the hand of jus- 
tice does noi blast all our comforts and drive 
us to despair. 

3. The prayer of Christ in behalf of bis 
murderers, affords asa reviving illustration of 
the mercy of God. We have seen how great 
sinners they were: and yet even they are 
doubtless to be benefitted by the intercession 
of Christ, and blessed’by being turoed from 
their sins by the great Deliverer. 

4. The fact that they will be forgiven, inas- 
moch as Christ prayed for their forgiveness in 
faith without doubting, affords us an argu- 
meat to show the final forgiveness of all other 
sinners, God, it will be admitted is in his na- 
ture, and in the bestowment of bis favours, an 
impartial Being. Hence. if it was consistent 
iur him to grant forgiveness in answer to the 
prayer of faith. it will be equally so for him to 
bestow the same blessing upon all sinners,—— 
That it is made the duty of every christian to 
pray for the salvation of all mankind is evident 
from the exhortation of St. Paul; and that 
God will answer the request, is as evident as 
itisthat he has made it our duty so to pray, 
and so to believe. Moreover, those sinners 
fur whose forgiveness Jesus prayed, were 
doubtless as crimioal in the sight of God as 
any persons ever were or ever will be. And 
shoald a doubt remain as to the efficacy of 
that prayer offered up by him who could call to 
his assistance a “legion of angels,” it might be 
removed by referring to the covenant of God, 
that ho would, when asked by his Son, ** give 

him the heathon for his inheritance &c ” 

5. Our subject affords us an argument in 
support of the fact that God loves the world 


even while théy-xemain ip ignorance ghd sia. 


What else but love could have commissioned 

our Savicar to come into the world to save 
' sinners? What but love coold have caused 
him to suffer the mostgrael persecations while 
living? And what bat love could have dicta- 
ted the dying prayer of the Son of God? Tra- 
ly, then, **God hath commended his love to~ 
wards as, in that while we were yet sinner? 
Christ died for as.” 

But, brethren, there is yet another infer- 
ence (o be drawn from our subject whieh more 
particularly relates to our duty. It is, instead 
of looking to one another for examples of right- 
eoustiess or models of periection, we should 
turn our cyes to Jesus, the divine aathour aad 
finisher of our faith ! 

Behold him, then, elevated by wicked hands 
upon the cross, on Calvary’s.mount ;~—behold 
him surrounded with dead! ; hear their 
bitter revilings; witness in your minds the 
horroars of his condition; listen to the las- 
guage ef suffering humanity—* My God! my 
God! «hy bast thou forsaken me!” see the 
cruel spear as it pierced his side; see the pur- 
ple current flowing from his wounds; and now, 
brethren, if your hearts are prepared, receive 
the heavenly lesson; hear him! “Farner! 
FORGIVE THEM! {” 

If then we have enemies—-if there ate any 
who would despise or injure us on @ecount of 
our faith or any honest differences of opinion, 
let us remember that our Lord Jesus Christ 
was also despised for what ‘he beliewed/and 
taught, and at lust became a ‘martyr in the 
cause of truth, “And lot it dad'be Wigetened , 
upon our minds, that to be consistebt Wah ot 
faith we must daily pray’as did our” 
Master--* Father forgive them,” 
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FOR THR GOSPEL ADVOCATE. - 
AN ESSAY, 
ON THE PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 


No. VII. 


It is not intended by pointing out some of 
the defects of the Mosaick system, to lessen 
the real value of that institution; but merely 
to evince the fact that the most perfect of the 
numerous systems of religion transmitted ¢s 
from remote ages, does not contain that clear 
and consistent view of the moral perfections 
of the Almighty, nor that comprehensive, 
correct and satisfactory detail of the Ue 
duties belonging to our individual and 
relations. which the general diffusion of know- 
ledge at this time would lead us to expect from 
a system formed under the immediate direc- 
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tion of the Most High. : 
If Christians are in thé habit of 

the divine authenticity of the Jewish 

tures, they should also recollect bes 


itution itself was abolished by the inty 
a of Christiqnity. Ifthe f 
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been perfect, it should have remained ; but , Sound to ‘be against the best in 


inasmuch as a system of religion given by 
God, has superseded this, we are at perfect 
liberty to consider it defective, and to examine 
the correctness of the several parts or the 
beauty. and utility of the whole, in the same 
manpoer we would, had it been of human 
origin. 

rist did not hesitate to pronounce some 
of its maxims incorrect, and to give new ones 
in their place: ** Ye have heard that it hath 
been said, ‘an eye for an eye, a tooth for a 
tooth ;’ but I say unto you, resist not the in- 


jurious.” See Matthew v. 38, 39, His de- | 


cision in the case of divorcement was very 
different from Moses, and may serve to explaia 
the reason of many other of the laws found in 
his code. See Matthew xix. 7,8. The dis- 
position of ina untractable, and 
the state of improvement was such, that dif- 
ferent laws would have been either useless or 
pernicious. 

But he who loves truth and desires to follow 
her sacred injunctions, will not ask for scrip- 
tural authority, to convince him, that that is 
wrong which comes in contact with enlightened 
understanding, or to give him liberty to express 
his honest convictions, when from the best in- 
formation he can obtain, the cause of religion 
and humanity, require it. To conceal fraud is 
to be an accomplice of imposition, and to be 
silent when we have discovered it, is to de- 
clare.our friendship for the original perpetra- 
tors. .1€ we have ascertained that the creeds 
of our brethren ,contain errour mixed with 
truth, we ought.to invite and assist them to 
make a separation, that they may reject that 
which is bad, but hold fast that which is good. 


article, by telling the world there are imper- 
fections in the Mosaici system, to weaken | 
their faith in the Christian religion; but he | 
would, by exciting them to an examination of | 
the subject, induce those who wish to know 
the truth; to study the Christian, instead of | 
the Jewish scriptures. For the Jewish being | 
given to man in a state less improved and less | 
refined, adinits many things which would be | 
improper under the Christian dispensation. 
People have generally imagined the Jewish | 
‘scriptures did not contain all the truth ; yet all 
they did contain: was truth. As greater errour 
need mot be imbibed. This was the very case | 
with the Jews ; and, to convince them of this | 
mistake, the Apostles laboured long and hard. | 
No fact is or-can be clearer, than that the 
new dispensation. contains things in opposition 
to the old.. Hence, as Christians, we should 
form our sentiments from the new. If we 
wish-to be Jews we may study the old. 
Divines know these things, but they con- 
i¢ to practice on the maxim, “ Itis no harm 


“to deceive a-tpan to his benefit.” The expe- 


“vintent Ings. Been tried ;- but all deception is) 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


| 


There is no intention in the writer of this | Other systems there were, but they were infv- 


terests both of 
| the deceiver and the deceived ; and though a 
| partial good may sometimes be practised, yet 
| seldom, if ever, is it sufficient to overbalance 
| the evil. Priests suppose, that because we 
have hitherto been taught that the bible was, 
every word of it, dictated by the Spirit of God, 
if they should now disclose the trath, that 
some of it does not contain sentiments proper 
| for us to believe, we would reject the whole, 
Hence, to make people believe the truth, we 
must preach a certain mixture of falsehood, 
and we must become dishonest for the benefit 
of mankind =! ‘his Janguage is too degrading 
—it is more than the independent spirit of man 
¢an bear. It says to a fellow being, ** You 
are incapable of managing your own concerns 
—your ears are such you must not hear the 
truth: but you must have some one to oversee 
your affairs and preach to you falsehood.” 
Can any thing be more insulting ? Can there 
be any thing more destructive to every thing 
valuable in the human bosom, or virtuous in 
human society? And whois the being that 
presumes to read this language in our ears— 
is it a God? No, it is a frail mortal, like 
ourselves, as ignorant and equally liable to 
err. Let, then, the lesson return to himself, 
and let him say, how he should be pleased to 
have such language pronounced in his own 
ears. Honesty is the best policy ; and he who 
has not sufficient independence to speak what 
he-believes to be truth, is not fit to be ateach- 
er, or to have the least concern with instruct- 
ing mankind. 
From an examination of the Mosaick system 
it is learned, that the best system antiquity 
could boast, would not be called perfect now, 
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| riour to this, aud may therefure be permitted 


to rest in the tombs where for ages they have 
been inurned. ‘The Mosaick was a great ad- 
vance from the idolatry which preceded it- 


|The prophets made many improvements in 


the religion left by Moses ; but it was still im- 
perfect. O. A. Brownson. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
orem 


| To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 


Stix: [ was ioformed last week by one of 


‘the students of the Theological Seminary, 


Auburn, that there was one of our former 
brethren, (J.'T. an Uuiversalist,) now belong- 
ing to that Institution; L replied that I thought 
he would be a good hand to write the Premi- 
um Essay against Universalism. He said ho 
would write it if the faculty would let him, I 
inquired if the faculty would oot allow it. He 
answered in the negative. He said that they 
(i. e. the faculty) were “ Old Chickens,” He 
stated shat he expected they (i. e. Universal- 
ists) did not want an Essay wriiten; that they 
only wauted to sound the Seminary or. the Io- 
| stitution, inquired whether there would be. 
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any. written ot not. Tie said no, he thought 
nut.. This being the case, we shall be under 


the necessity of making an apology for their. 
C. 


silence. Yours in the trath. 
Elbridge, January 21st, 1828. | 
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The trath, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 





EXOOMMUMNICATIONS. 
Several naratives giving accounts of the unchristian 


measures adopied by the self-styled orthodox to injure 
the ubjects of their wrath, have been lying on hand 
for weeks and months, and it is in vain that we have 
endeavoured to find room for them in our columns.— 
The principal part of them relate to the excommuni- 
cation of females; and this circumstance, of itself, 
would seem to sustain the claim upoa us to give them 
publicity. But eould our patrons know our situation, 
they would cheertully excuse us from what, perhaps, 
is now ‘considered neglect. We would not in this 
place attempt to enumerate the troubles and per- 
plexities necessaiily attendant on the undertaking in 
which we are engaged. Let it suffice to say, that to 
gratify all the wishes, aod attend to all the requests, 
expressed by our friends and correspondents, would be 
nextto impossible. It should be recoilected by our 
realers that ti.3 puper is circulated over a large ex- 
tent of country; and as may be expected, is resorted 
toas the medium through which thousands expect to 
obtain a redress of their grievances and an answer to 
their inquiries, To give a moderate calculation, on 
ao average not less than fifty letters, including commu- 
uications for the Advocate, and at many papers, are 
received each weelc; and though, without boasting, 
we assert that but few persons apply themselves more 
constantly to labour than our humble self, yet we 
find it quite difficult to meet all the expectations of 
ourrespected correspondents and friends. 

In view of the foregoing facts we have concluded 
not to publish, atfull length, the narratives above men- 
tioned, but to give as a substitute, a summary of all 
the more muterial particulurs, compressed into as lit- 
‘le space as may be compatible with plainness and 
perspicuity. In alopting this method we shall find it 
necessary to omit many things which might be inte- 
resting to the persbns excummunicated and their cir- 
cles of friends, but shall aim at giving to our readers 
the most that can prove generally interesting. {t may 
be pettineat also to remark, for the satisfaction of 
those who have favoured us with communications of 
this kind, that so far from feeling it irksome to be call- 
el upon to notice such affairs, it affords us mach 
Pleasure to be made acquainted with the talents of 
those who are thus persecuted. Nor would we wish 
the fact concealed, that generally, those females who 
have stepped. out of the mazes of orthodoxy, rank 
mong the most sensible, (and wedoubt not the most 
Virtuous,) part of community. The manner in which 
‘hey have vindicated their sentiments is sufficient 
Proof of all this.. Their pens seem almost to have 

moved by the holy spirit; and we are left. only 
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to regret, that. sometionss -ahey. have indulged in ‘a 


_prolixity, which, though always iuteresiing te the 


inquirer after truth who feels an. interest in the pro- 
gress of our Zion, might not always be so to those 
more advanced in doctrine, 

Another thing which it may be wel! to notice, is, 
that the increase of vases of this kind has been such 
of late, and proyises to be such in future, that but 
little more than’e brief record of them can be expect-' 
ed hereafter. The time has Been when but now and 
then a case of this kind was known to oceur: they 
were then “ like angels” visits, few, and far between.” 
But now they cease to exc.te our astonishment. As 
truth spreads far and wide, we may expect” that, er- 
rour will make more frightful distortions, and happy 
shall we be if the chaius of truth shall hold the mon- 
ster down. 

Weenter upon the task of recording the cases on 
file, by briefly noticing the closing seene of the holy 
furce which terminated rhe labours of the Presbyterian 
church in this village with Mrs. Susezps. This 
modern inquisition performed its duly—pardon the 
term—by “ reading out” of the church the subject of 
their censure. We understand the ceremony was per- 
formed with more than common mildness and & 
that caution and tenderness that mei genefally adopt 
when they find themselves ‘in a dilemma from which 
it is difficult to retreat. One thing was said to be 
somewhat peculiar in the way in which the usual ma- 
ledictions were pronounced. That unpleasant part of 
the performance was laid upon the singers of the con- 
gregation! The hymn selected for the occasion, was 
the 91st, of the Ist book; beginning with the words— 
“ Now in the heat of youthiul blood.” ‘Thésecend 
verse of the hymn, was performed in a very emphatiek. 
manner, and accomodated to the case ander considera 
tion. The beautiful words are as follows: 


* Behold the aged sinner goes, 
Laden with guilt and heavy woes, 
Dowr to the regions of the dead, 
With endless curses 0) Hur head !” 


Unfortunately we are not blessed with favours of 
the Nine ; but we would humbly submit the folluwing 
paraphrase of that verse of the hymu, as being more 
peculiarly adapted tu the case of Mrs, 8, 

Behold! the aged Matron goes 

From that sad place where endless woes 
Are thundered by the mental dead ; 
With endless blessings on her head. 

Thus have terminated the trials of Mrs. Shields. 
She is once more free from the dictation of a petty. 
ecclesiastical tribuiial; and what is deserving of no- 
tice, is yet permitted io * live, and move, and have a 
being,” just as if she had never been accused of herery- 
or “neglect of God’shouse.” The sun rises and sets 
as it did before her expulsion, aud ail the vast me- 
chinery of Nature moves on undisturbed. How true, 
it ir, that “ the session” has not the power to bind her 
soul on earth, or affect her destiny in another world! 
And if we mistake not, the coming generation. will 
lock upon this transaction, (if peradventare it should 
be handed down to posterity,) as of a piece ‘with 
Salem Witchcraft. We have taken upon ourselves. 
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the resposibility of recording the facts of this case, and 
have only to observe in conclusion, that we alone are 
amenable to publick opinion for what has been said on 
this subject. 
Es 

We now lay before ou: :«sers the proceedings of 
the Congregationalist churci), in the township of Riga, 
Monroe -county, state of N. Y. against Mrs. Lucy 
Emerson,‘on a trial for heresy ; and her defence. 

Here follows a note addressed by Mrs. Emerson to 
the church, after having received the first visit. 
“ Dear Brethren and Sisters in the Lord: 

“ Feeling it my duty to write a few lines to 
lay before you, I hope you will not thiok it 
hard nor unreasonable. I can sincerely ask 
the forgiveness of every brother and sister 
whom I have offended I am very sorry that 
I should be the cause of so much trouble to 
you, | do not consider that 1 have departed 
from the faith, but that my faith is strength- 
ened, so that I can now pray in faith, believ. 
ing that, ia due time, all mankind will be 
restored to their former state of happiness ; 
ws the second Adan is greater than the first. 
* For fie must reign until he hath put all ene- 
mies under his feet ; the last enemy thar shall 
be destroyed is death.” Now, when all things 
are sabdued.to Christ, death tuc last enemy 
destroyed, and when God becomes ul! in all; 
then. what will remain for us to do but to 
praise the Lord? Eveo now let us praise 
Him for His wonderful works to the children 
of men,. | would desire to call upon my soul 
and all that is within ine to praise my God !. 
* Praise bim all ye aations; praise bim all 
ye saints, for his tender mercies are over all 
his works.” LUCY EMERSON. 

Riga, December 19, B27. 


PHere should follow “the Citation of December 
27th, &c, which we omit for want of room. 

~ REPLY. 

Dear Sirs :—HHaving received a citation to 
appear before you, to answer to « cofuplaint 
nade by Mr. Nehemiah Frost, that I have 
«leparted from your articles of Chistian faith, 
und embraced the herctical opinion, that all 
men will be saved and made happy; it being 
not convenient for me to attend, I hope, trust 
and sincerely believe that 1 have an advocate, 
who will speak in my bebalf. 1 will cite yoo 
to him; if you will not bear him, you would 
uot be persuaded though one shoald rise from 
the dead. Some of his words you will find 
recorded inthe sixth chapter of John: “ All 
that the Father giveth to me, shall come to 
me, aud him that cometh to me I will in no 
svise cast out. for I came down from heaven, 
pot to do mine own will, but the will of him 
that sent me and this is the Father’s will 


who sent me, that of all which he bath giv-. 


en me [ should fose nothing, but should 
raise it up atthe last day.” In Luke x. 22d, 


you, will read—* Ali things are delivered to | 





me of my Father; and no man knoweih who 
the Sou is, but the Father; and who the Fa. 
ther is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son 
will reveal him.” Likewise, Matthew xi. 27: 
“ All things are delivered to me,” &c. — You 
may read in John xii. 23d: “ And I, if T be 
lified ap from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me.” You will likewise find. “that he 
is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world; who gave bimself a transom for all, to 
be testified in due time.” He tasted death 
for every man. 

«Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glu- 
ry, and honour, and power; for thou bast 
created all things, and for thy pleasure they 
were and are created.” Now, my friends, 
did not Moses give you the law; yet not one 
of youkeepeth the law. Why go ye about to 
killme? I dare not make myself of the nam- 
ber, or compare myself with some that com- 
mend themselves, and comparing themselves 
among themselves, are not wise. Dyac. Frost 
observed to me that I must be cast out as an 
heretick. If so, 1 shall aot consider myself 
the first one that has been persecuted and 
called a heretick. But the Lord supported 
them, and I intend to look to him for support 
also, and not to man, “ Let God de true, but 
every man a liar.” Lucy Emerson. 

Riga, January 7th, 1828. 


Here follows a second Citation, which, as it is in 

the asaal form, and devoid of interest, we emit. 
REPLY. 

Dear Brethren and Sisters :—Having reeei- 
ved another citation to appear and answer to 
a complaint made by Deac. Frost, I would 
infurm you that I cousider it my duty, to hear 
your censure with humble resignation. Af- 
ter having had considerable conversation with 
Deac. Frost and your pastor, who fain would 
bring me back (as they call it) to bow to their 
scepire to confess and believe, that the Lord 
created a part of mankind to be eternally 
damned: now my friends, { do not consider 
it my duty to confess or believe any thing 
contrary to the will of God. If God wills the 
salvation of all men, what harm is there in 
my will acquiescing in his will, so that I can 
pray in faith, believing that all meno will finally, 
afier suffering great persecation, trials and 
tribulations. eater the kingdom of beaveo. 
My friends, if you are more persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake than others, you must 
shine as brighter stars in glory. But O why 
be displeased with me when I tell you God 
is like to answer your prayers, when you pray 
that the time might soon come, ‘ wheo all 
shall know the Lord from the least even unto 
the greatest.” Do you pray. for this, and still 
disbelieve ?. If not, why censure me? Mr. 
Cook deprives me of the privilege of praising 
God, even in hell, vith such sentiments. 
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O my friends, this has been a great trial to 
me. f expect, by your censuring me, that 
you will conclade 1 am hardened in sin 
aod iniquity. Bat God forbid) O may my 
life.and conversation be mach more like a 
Christian, and my duily walk be no less cir- 
camspect, Butdo thou for me,O God, for 
thy name sake, because thy mercy is good ; 
deliver thou me, for I am poor and needy, and 
my heart is wounded withia me, I became 
alsoa reproach uvto them; when they look 
upon me they shake their heads. Help me, 
O Lord my God; O save me according to thy 


mercy, that they may know that thoa, Lord, | 
Wien my | 


bast done it, that this is thy hand. 
father and mother forsake me, then the Lord 
will take me up. Teach me thy way, O Lord, 
and lead me in a pl@u path, becuase of mine 
enemies. Deliver me not over unto the will 
of mine enemies, for false witnesses are risen 
up against me, and such as breathe out cro- 
elty Lbad fainted, unless I bad believed I 
should see the gvodnoss of the Lord in the 
land of the living.. My friends, farewell! I 
am willing you should proceed as though I 
were present. ‘The censure of man I consi- 
der but trifling, Lucy Emerson. 
Riga, January 15, 1828. 
Copy of a letter addressed to Mrs. Emerson, by a 


member of the Church to which she belouged, af- 
ter her trial. ; 


Dear Sister :—aving become convinced, 


that. you have actually embraced the doctrine 
of universal salvation, I this evening sit down 
lo converse with you gpon the all-important 
subject. 
you candidly, my deur sister, if you fiad this 
doctrine in the bible, or do yuu take it from 
the work of man? 
this great subject. I know you have quoted 
letters to the Church, to prove your doctrine ; 
bat I beseech you to look at them again ; Jook 
tithem connected with others in the same 
tmerting guide. O Lucy, you say you can 
pray in faith; if so, your prayer will be an- 
sweted. I:eqaest you to look at the passages 
to which I now refer you. Inthe first place, 
Task yoa to turn to the 9th chapter of Mark, 
und read from the 43d to the 48th verse ; and 
pray in faith to that Being who spake those 
words, to be directed into their true meaning 
Also to the 2oth chapter of Matthew, espe- 
cially to the latter part of it. Again turn to 
the 13th chapter of the sume book. Here. 
dear sister, you may say our Saviour spoke 
in parables; buat | beseech you to remeuber, 
that he told us what is their irue meaning. 
Now [entreat you to lay aside all other books, 
let God be true, though it proves all men to 
be liars. 1 would next refer you to the an- 
‘wer of the Saviour to a question put to him 
on the subject of universal salvation. Yoo 


lo the first place permit me to ask | 


I beseech you to remem: | 
ber that the scriptures are our only guide on | 


may tiod the question in Luke, 13th chapter, 
25ib verse; avd the answer of him who cap- 
not lie,in the seven following verses. Re- 
member also that the rich man died. and was 
buried, and was actually im bell. 

Dear sister, if the 16th chapter of Luke is 
true,—if it be true that one soul-is lest, then 
the doctrine of universal savation cannot be 
trae, I could cite you to many more passages 
of scripture to the same amount. But, Lucy, 
I do candidly believe, that if you will lay aside 
all other books, and take the bible, and read 
it candidly, aud pray in faith that you may 
see the truth as it is in Jesus, you wail soon 
be brought to see (fie fallacy of your doctrine. 
But now, sister Lucy, let us reasun a little on 
‘this subject. (But here we must go to divine 
| revelation, fur without it, our reoson can ne- 
| ver reach so far as the eternal world.) Is it 
| reasouable for us to suppose that the persons 
| of whom we bave an account in the 2ud Epis- 
| tie of Peter, 2nd chapter; who bring in dam- 
nabje heresies—who deny the Lord that 
bonght them—who briog upon themselves 
swift destruction—whose judgement lingereth 
not, and whose dampation slambereth not,— 
will be saved? Does not the same chapter 
| tell us that they shall utterly perish in their 
own destruction? That the mist of darkness 
is reserved for them forever and ever? How 
can we suppose that it would have been bet- 
ter fuf Judas never tv have been born, if he 
| was to be received to glory to spend an eter- 
| nity of happiness iu the beatiick presence of 
| God and the Lamb? We read, in the Epistle 
of Jude, of those who deny the only Lord 
| God aod Jesus Christ: now if théy denied 
ili u by whom alone they could be saved, how 
cau they enter heaven? Shall we say that 
the inhabitants of Sodom, and Goworrah, 








t | who the scriptures inform ussare set forth as 
some passages from this holy book io your | 


ao example, suffering the vengeance of eternal, 
fire, will be saved? Or is it reasonable for 
us to say that the inhabitants of the old world, 
whom God destroyed by bringing a flood upon 
thew, were carried by the flood of the Al- 
mighty from this world of pain and sorrow to 
the celestial paradise of God; while Noah, 
the only one who fuund grace in the eyes of 
the Lord, was left to tabernacle in this vale 
of tears three hundred and fifty years ? 

Ab! methinks I have said enough to con- 
vince you, if you wilkbe candid. I beseech 
vou to look and reflect on these things io view 
of eternity, ‘Tbis from your friend and bro- 
ther R. Hi, 

Riga, January 17th, 1828, 

REPLY TO THE ABOVE. @ 

Dear Brother :— Having received a letter 
from you sometime since, | now tetorn you 
aa answer, The doctrine of universal salva+ 





‘ton, I candidiy believe, is the doctrine of the 
bible and not of men. [think Isaiah speaks 
of the doctrine which is of men when he says, 
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“This people draw near to me with their lips 
nad honour me with their mouths, while their 
hearts are’ fer from me-: But in vain do they 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the com- 
mandments of men.” You say I have qnoted 
some passages of scripture from the holy 
bible to prove my doctrine. Here, dear bro- 
ther, you unre mistaken: the doctrine is not 
thine, but the doctrine of Christ; it is not of 


the law. bat of the gospel; not of the first | 


covenant, but of the second; not of works, 
but uf free grace. 
eth, isthe rewardnot reckoned of grace, but of 
debt: but to him that worketh not, but be- 
‘Jieveth ou him that jastibeth the ungodly, his 
faith ig counted to him for righteousness.” 


Now. dear brother, all those passages that you | 


have quoted were spoken by Christ in para- 
bles. Literally speaking the loss of an eye 
or hand would make vo difference ina moral 
or religious sense. Now, these things do not 
hinder me from praying in faith, believing that 
in due time, all things will be restored ; for it 
is the Lord that hath said it, and pot man. 

Being cast into hell, into the fire that never 
shall be quenched, I suppose you consider 
will take place in the world of spirits, when the 
dead are raised inthe righteousness of Christ. 
If this be the case, I do not wonder that you 
cannot pray in faith, You know the Sado- 
cees denied the resurrection They asked 
‘Christ concerning seven brethren, who'were 
the hasbands of one woman, and -inguired 
whose wife of the seven she should be m the 
resurrection, Yon cua read Christ’s answer 
io Loke, xx. 34, 36. 

Deur brother, you say the rich man was 
~netually i hell. Do you mean he was in the 
world of spirits ? 
agree. The word hell is undoubtedly used in 
Various senses ifthe scriptures; but always 
means uisery and trouble when used in a 
‘sgugalsense. David says the sorrows of hell 
-compassed me about: Again, thou hast de- 
livered my soul from the lowest hell, If we 
consider David here, as speaking of himself, 


it brings to mind that awful iviquity of which | 
he was guilty; andthe crime for which he | 


condemned hitnself before Nathan the Pro- 
phet. 

Is it not, dear brother, with most men as 
with the child? they dread not the fire antil 
they fee} its painful effect. Now, may we not 
-conclade that the fire spoken of in these para- 
bles, ts the “Same mentioned iv Deut. xxxii 
22; % For a fire is kindled in mine anger and 
sbull burn to the lowest’ bell” May it aot be, 
that this fire teaches us that sublime truth of 
the‘agency of the Divine Spiritin reproving 
tho world of sin, and cleansiug it from all ini- 
.quity by the blood of the’Cross? It is written, 


** Now to them that work- | 
themselves 
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which you say was pat to our Saviour con- 
cerning Universal salvation, to hinder us from 
having a part in the resurrection to immortal 
life. I will grant, that there are many at the 
present day, who appear to be striving to 
enterin at the straight gate, and cannot on 
account of unbelief. I consider that every 
person, when first bioaght to a knowledge of 
the light and trath of the gospel, is a Univer. 
salist. Bat as soon as they re urt again to 
bondage in doubts and fears, then they deny 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
swift destruction ;--then their 
judgement lingereth not, and their damnation 
slumbereth not. and they will utterly perish 
in their own corrupiion. 

Now, I do not know that we have any ac- 
count in scripture of the’spirit of man ever 
perishing. I do aot suppose that you intended 
to convey the idea in your letter, that the 
‘spirit of man will ever perish. This earthly 
tabernacle must be dissolved, it mast perish, 
it must gu to destruction. As all sow to the 
flesh, so all cf the flesh must reap corruption. 
But permit me to ask, does that hinder us 
from having a part in the last resurrection? 
St. Paul teils us that where sin abvonded, 
there shall grace much more abound. But 
what shall we say then; sball we sin on, that 
grace may abound, and crucify the Son of God 
afresh? God forbid. 








If not, probably we shall | 


Dear brother, I expect to be despised and 
| persecuted because 1 “trust in the hving God 
| who isthe Saviour of all men;” but when I 
| consider what was dofle to the green tree; 
what can I expect in so dry aud barren a tree 
as this uoworthy creature, who has never 
done one good deed of herself in all her kife? 

I understand that some of the brethren of 
this church are much displeased, because they 
give me so much lenity. They think it 1s 
giving heed to false doctrines and heresies. 
Now let us look at the scriptures, I think 
can adopt the language of the Apostle Paul, , 
Acts xxiv. 14: “ After the way which they, 
call heresy, so IT profess to worship the God 
of my fathers; believing all things written in 
the Law and the Propheis; and have hope 
toward God, which they themselves allow; 
| that there shall be a resurrection of just and 
| unjust.” I know that there is another apos- 
| tacy which the. Apostle foretold, which con 
| sists in giving heed to seduciog spirits, aa 
| doctrines of devils, &c. 
|. But to retarn. 
| not knew that the bible informs us that Jadas’ 
| spirit was Jost. Christ chose hia for that 
| very purpose, that the scriptares might he 
fullilled. You speak of Sodom and Gomor- 

rab suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 





\ds not this the refiner’s fire by which we shal! 


You speak of Judas: I do ° 


an ent. Sam’ 48 2 ot hb. 6 
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For. every one must be salted by «fire, and | all be cleansed, ia order to be prepared for 


-every sactifice must bLeisalted with salt” | entering the gates of the celestial Patudise * 
J cannot see any thing im that question, ' It appears to me thatall professing Chmstians * 
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will need a little more of the refiner’s fire to 
prepare them for entering heaven. We are 
informed that it shall be more. tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of Judge- 
ment, than for those obstinate sinners who 
rejected the gospel. Yet remember, that 
“ Christ came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance. The whvle need not 
a physician, but those that are sick.” 

Now, dear brother, let us search the scrip- 
tures, for, says Christ, “‘in them ye think ye 


tify of me.” 


world. 

Now I think [ have written enongh to give 
you my ideas of these things. O it is my 
eamest desire, that we may all be led toa 
knowledge of the truth, as it is in the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 
you prosperity in this life, and who firmly 
believes that you will finally share a part with 
all her friends and evemies'in a glorious resur- 
rection to immortality and eternal life. 

Lucy Emerson 
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ON READING THE SCRIPTURES. 

Since it is acknowledged, on the part of all chris- 
tians, that a knowledge of the divine truths reeorded 
inthe scriptures is essential to our happiness, it may 
nol be amiss to notice some things which are doubtless 
requisite to a right understanding of what is therein 
expressed, The New-Testament is confessedly the 
most important, inasmuch as it containsa more full 
revelation of the willof God, and a more excellent 
system of ethicks, than the old. But although the 
OkJ-Testament may in a measure have become abso- 
lete, by the introduction of the New, it is nevertheless 
essential that the former, as well as the latter, should 
be read, and understood. 

It should be remembered, First, that the New- 
Testament always implied a knowledge of the old.— 
As doubtless, both were designed to be handed down 
together to the last posterity, it may be expected that 
a knowledge of the one should be essential to an under- 
standing of the other. Hence,those who are ignor- 
ant of the laws, history, ordinances, manners and cus- 
toms, of the Jews, to whom the ecriptures of the Old 
‘Testament were originally given, will find it extreme- 
ly difficult to attain to a good understanding of the 
facts recorded, and doctrines inculeated in the New. 

Secondly. An acquaintance with the peculiar views, 
prejudices, und opinions of those to whom the first tes- 
tament was given, is indispensably necessary to a right 
understanding of thesecond. The nature of the first 
covenant as understoad by those with whom it was 
made; the views entertainéd of it by them; their 
prejudices against any thing like innovation; and, in- 
deed, all that was peculiar to that people, must be 
kept in view by the reader of the New-Testament, in 
order thathe may be able to comprehend the nature of 
the better. covenant, which was founded on better 
promises, and the way in which it was received and 
comprehended by the primitive christians. 

Thirdly. But it is,if possible, more necessary that 
the readers of the New-Testament should understand 
the signification of certain important words and sen- 
tences, fornd in the oh Testament, in order to a 


right understanding of the former, Without this 
knowledze it would seem’ to be impossible to avoid 
ranning into serious errours; as without knowing what 
was originally intended by those words and expressions, 
we should be constantly liable to affix significations en- 
tirely different from their original import. 

Lest the foregoing should seem to'present diffieulties 
and discouragemeuts before the minds of those desi- 
rous of obtaining a knowledge of the scriptures, it 





This is from one who wishes | 


muy be proper to observe, that an acquaintance with 
different languages, (though to the theological studeat 
such knowledge may be highly serviceable) is nuf ne- 
cessary to aid the reader of the bible in obtaining an 


i : Herstandi f : * 
have eternal life, and they are they which tes- | Seats thienie Selecta most essential -and important 


And he informs us that he came | 
not to. condemn the world, but to save the | 


As the Old Testament is the 
oldest book extant originally written in Hebrew, it is 
not to be eXpected that any Lexicon will ever be com- 
piled that sifall be unexceptionable in its definitions of 
those words with which mankind, and even the most 
learned, are but littleacquainted, The best. rule of 
interpretation, then, and indeed, one which may be 
adopted asthe most safe of any, and altogether suffi- 
cient for the common reader, is to compare one pas- 
sage with another ; in other words, to compare scrip- 
ture with scripture, This method, after all that has 
been written and said on the sabject, is acknowledged 
to be the only correct way of understanding what was 





| originally intended by the words of seripture. 
5 But even then, while applying the foregoing rule of 

interpretation,the reader will be constantly liable to be 

biassed and led astray by preconceived opinions ‘and 

early impressions. Very few have read any part ‘of 
| the bible without having previously formed an opinion 
of its meaning. Indeed, asa general remark, it may 
be said that oa many subjects our opinions have been 
formed before we had read, understandingly, a single 
passage in the sacre'l book. Great care should there- 
fore be tuken to discriminate between the scriptural 
import of terms found in the bible, and what has beén 
given us, in. the days of our infancy, as such. 

To illustrate the foregoing observations we will in- 
troduce the word ugLt. This word isnow considered, 
by perhaps a majority of readers, a8 meaniiy a state or 
place of endless misery in the world to comé, We 
will not stop to inquire how people came by this idea 
as that would be foreign tooar purpose. The fact thet 
the word hell does generally convey such an idea, or is 
so understood, will be enough to show the trath of 
what we have advanced. , 

Now let it be asked, why have we attached the 
above meaning to the word hell? 'Thereply is, becatise 
we have been instructed to believe it signifies such a 
place. This shows the force of early impressions : for 
had we never before heard the word mentioned, it is 
evident we should be as lilzely to consider it as denoting 
a state of endless happiness as any thing else; for it 
will not be pretended there is any thing in the term it- 
self which would desiguate its,import. 

But setting aside all this, let it be nsked, how have 
any persons even been led to suppose that the term hell 
signifies a place or state of torment in eternity? Itcan- 
not be'that such an opinion has been formed’ from a 
careful application of the above rule, “ comparing 
scripture with scripture;” for that would present an 
entirely different result: The English word hell ce- 
curs about fifty-five times in the bible; and to sty fib 
thing of the originat terms, and t reso to 
any proof as to its signification beside that furmished 
in the concessions of learned limitariaus; by codypar- 
ing those passages where it occurs end evidently means 
something different from the; idea generally attached 
to it, with those which seem to favour the other idea, 
and deciding its meaning by its4mport in the majority 
of cases, it would be found that it never signifies a 
of endless misery. Itis not pretended by the learned 
advocates ot pet misery, that the word hell. signi- 





fies. sucl)a place or state in more than thirteen iastan- 
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ces in all the bible. Admitting this (and it is all they 
contend for) and there would 
ty-two against, the common opinion. Tirts by apply- | 
ing the foregoing rule of interpretation, which is gen- 

erally considered the most correct of any, and we are 
left without any word to convey the popular idea of 
hell, 

But when we bring into view the original terms, 
and the sense in which they were received by those to 
whom. they were addressed, the case stands still more 
favourable. 
hell, and which might in every, as well as in any. case, 
be so rendered, occur just eighty-five times in the bi- 
ble. By makingan application of the above rule to 
the subjeet as it now stands, there would be thirteen 
for, and seventy-two against the common opinion. 


Farther: by taking into account the way in which | 
the terms translated hell were understood by the an- | 
cient: we shall find that modern christians Lave greatly | 

erred, in affixing the popular sense to those terms. It | 
is admitted by Dr. Campbell, Dr. A. Clark, and indeed | 
~ all others of note among the advocates of endless mis- 
éry, that the words Sheol, Hades, and Tarlarus do not 
signify a place of future torment, and were not so un- 
derstood by the ancients. This fact is also evident 
from the plain sense of scriptnre. This would leave 
but thirteen in all the bible, in which, according to the 
views of our learned opponents, we are to consider 
the original word as signifying a place of future torment. 
Now let it be asked—how did the Jews or Hebrews 
understand the original word [Gehenna]—did they re- 
ceive it as a term expressive of endless misery? They 
did not; as will be evident from a few plain and sim- 
ple facts,. This word, Geenna, the only one sup- 
posed to mean endless misery, is com;osed of ge hin- 
nom, the first signifying a valley, the second a man’s 
name, This valley was in the vicinity of Jerusalem, 


and was rendered notorious by the purposes and uses 
to which it was appropriated. The Jews-were famil- 


jar with its locality, and all that horrid association of 
ideas which the abominations thereip committed were 
calenlated to produce, had been indelibly imprinted 
on their minds. They were, no doubt, as conversant 
with the lucality and hisiory of the valley of Hinnom 
or Gehenna as they were with the locality and history 
of the Temple; as, while the latter was considered the 
most glorious of all artificial productions, the former 
was justly held asthe most abominable of all places 
with which their senses had become familiar. Now, 
it isnot pretended that the name of this valley was 
ever used, in Old Testament times, either to signify, 
or as emblematical of a place or state of future endless 
suffering. It waS uniformly understood by the Jews 
or Hebrews, as above stated. Taking inte considera- 
tion these facts, how would they be likely to receive it 
when spoken of by our Lord? Would they, without 
any explanation or different definition of the term, at 
once understand him as referring toan endless hell? 
Such a reception of his words would have been pre- 
posterous. 

That no other definition of the word was given by 
our Lord or any of the New Testament writers, is ev- 
ident from the entire absence of any such thing from 
the sacred word. Ilence, therefore, by receiving this 
word, (the only one in the original langoages whieh is 
supposed to signify a place of endlevs misery) in the 
sense in which the ancients musi have understood it, 
we are left to admire, that intelligent christians should 
so long have indulged an opinion so poorly sustained. 


To what, then, sual] we impute the so long cherish- 
ed opinion of an endless hell ? Must we not conclude, 
from the silence of the scriptures on the suhject—from 
the extreme improbability of the notion that God ev- 
er ordained to destroy his children in such a place— 
and from the other facts at which we have briefly hin- 


thirteen for, and for-_” 


The original terms generally rendered © 





ted, that nothing but igno:ance, superstition and pre- 





eonceived opiniens have originated and perpetuated an 
idea so irrational? 

* We conclude this article, which has been drawn out 
tou greater length than was at first intended, by re- 
questing all those into whose hands it may fall, to be- 
gin, if they have not already done it, to make an ap- 
plication of the foregoing rules in reading the. scrip- 
tures. By so doing, it will be found, that many other 
words, which are generally thought to sustain impor. 
tant opinions, will not bear the common interpretatione, 
Among others ure the words forever, everlasting, and 
eternal; which, when brought to the test above men- 
tioned will be found not to sustain the common opin- 
ion of the subjects to which they are applied —Epiror. 

Ray SETTER 

To CorrEsPonDENTS.-—The excellent Sermon 
from br. I. Whitnall is received, but not in season for 
this number, it will appear in our next. 

Br. O. A. Brownson will accept our thanks for the 
two valuable Sermons recently forwarded, and also fot 
the continuation of his Essay on the progress of Truth. 
The sermons will havea place as soon as prior engage- 
ments are fulfilled, and the Essay will be continued as 
it is received, We could desire to have it put forward 
as fast as other duties of its author may permit—our 
readers are anxious to see the whole of it. 

The continuation of Br, Shannon’s Examination, is 
received, and will be concluded as soon as we can find 
room. 

Several other communications are on file and will be 
attended to according to the best of our ability. 

A. C. is in type but unavoidably omitted this week. 

New Potiication : We have received and peru- 
sed with much pleasure the three first numbers of a 
new paper published in New-York, and edited by Br. 
Adin Ballou. It is entitled the “ Dranoarcan Ix- 
sTUCTOR”; and, as its title imports, is designed to in- 
culeate the great principles of trath by femiliar din- 
legues. From the appearance and matter of the num- 
bers received, we conclude it is worthy of, and will ob- 
tain an extensive patronage. We rejoice that the 
friends of truth in the city of N. York manifest a dis- 
position to support a paper whieh bids fair to be a faith- 
ful advocate of peace. Terms semi-monthly at $t 
per annum, in advance, , 

07 The * Evascenican Repos:rony” conducted 
by br. Lemuel Willis of Troy N. Y. is to be discontin- 
ued at the expiration of the first velume, 


SELECTIONS. 
From Zion’s Herald. 
POLITENESS. 

Politeness is an important accomplishment, 
and throws a charm over every other, It may 
be reckoned among the lesser virtues. It bas 
with propriety been defined to-he, “ the result 
of much good sense, some good nature, and a 
little self-denial for the suke of others.” But 
like most valuable things, it is injariously coun- 
terfcited ; and the counterfeit has come into 
such general circulation 
detected ; and being a much cheaper article, 
there is very little of the genuine’ to be 
found, 

The proper foundation of politeness is that 
universal benevolence, which is incelcated in 
the beatiful golden rule, “ thon shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself." We may not enter info 
all the minotia of Chesterfield, but the main 
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points will be observed, and nothing whichis 
really essential neglected. 

A knewledge of the rules of good breeding 
is certainly of high importance to every man, 
who does not intend to be a hermit. For it 
is one of the bonds of union in civilized soci- 
ety,and forms a necessary link in the chain 
which binds manto man. Undoubtedly it may 
be acquired by all, without in the least inter- 
fering with more substantial attainments. It 
is no harm to* ‘tithe mint and anise and cum- 
min,” provided we do not omit ‘*the weightier 
matters of the law.” “ Be courteous,” is a scrip- 
tural injunction, and as such claims serious re- 
gard. The gracious Inspirer of the command 
well knew, how much obedience to it would 
add to onr comfort und usefulness. We shall 
find, if we take a retrospective glance, that 
the interchange of polite attentions has formed 
an important item io the list of our enjoyments. 

We do not often have an opportunity to 
perform great actions, or confer great favours. 
But we may continually prorgote the bappi- 

‘ness of those around us by saying and doing 
a thousand Inttle agreeable things, that cost 
nothing, but which (other things being equal, ) 
will make us universally beloved, and thus 
afford us an opportunity to exert a good in- 
fluence. Weare not apt to rea'ize how much 
the comfort of life depends on a careful atten- 
tion to these little points A man may be 
possessed of great merit, and a highly culti- 
vated wind, bat if destitute. of good breeding, 
his excellent qualities-will be quite forgotten, 
and his presence excite nothing but disgust.—— 
While another who is bnt scantily supplied 
with virtues, but with unwavering constancy 
adheres to allthe rules of politeness, will be 
cordially received. His civility “ covers the 
multitude of sins,” and causes every defect 
to be forgotten. 

If we examine the operations of our minds 
we shall see how much we are prepossessed 
by the little attentions which the courteous 
so liberally bestow. Therefore if we wonld 
be useful and respectable in the world—if we 
would have our company valued and sought 
for, we must attend to these exterior accom- 
Plishments. ‘The necessity of this attention 
to good manners, may, and probably does, 
arise from the selfishness and vanity of the 
heart; but however this may be, the necessity 
does exist ; and let the catalogue of a man’s 
Virtues and attainments be ever so long, if he 
does not add politeness to the nnmber, he-will 
soon find himself an exile from all good socie- 


ty. 


we 


Dl et niall 
“FWO MINISTERS IN LONDON. 

It is said that an aged Christian from the 
country, once went into London to visit his 
nephew on Saturday, that he might the next 
day bear one of the London ministers. He 

ed his nephew to describe some of the 





Ministers that he might. determine whom4o 


hear. He first. pointed to a. large mecting- 


house, and said “* the man who preaches there 
is a very popular preacher, and a man of giext 
eloquence. His discourses are written in an 
elegant style, and delivered with much modc- 
ration and candor.” This (said the old man 
is something ;) tell me of another. His friend 
then shawed him another house, and said, 
“The man that preaches there is a. very sin- 
gular man indeed. When he preacties, you 
will hardly see and think of him, through the 


whole discourse.” ~Why ? said the old man. 
He replied; ““ When he penches, e puts 
himself in the back gropnd, pots his master 
forward ; andthe main thing you will think of 
while he is preaching, will be Jesus Christ and 
him crucified.” The old pilgrim replied, yon 
need not mention any more—that is the man [{ 
wish to hear, and no other.” 

How great the difference between him who 
dresses and speaks to be seen of men, and the 
man who preaches, that he may give to others 
—" The light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ "—Morn, 


Star, 
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MARRIED 
On Thursday 7th inst. by Rev. J. S. Flagler, Mr. 
Ira Aikin to Miss Jane Robinson, all of Scipio. 
rr 


DIED—In Bloomfield, Ontario county, N. Y. on 
the 13th ult. Mrs. SxLecta, consort of Mr. David 
Thompson, aged 32 yeurs. 

Mrs. Thompson. as well as her husband, was a 
believer in the final holiness and consequent happiness 
of an intelligent Universe; in which’ bélief, without 
wavering, she yielded her spirit to “God who gave 
it,” if we may judge from the calmness and terenity 
of mind with which, even at the moment of approach- 
ing dissolution, she, in a measure, cheered her weep- 
ing relatives. Besides, she expressed.a firm and bum- 
ble confidence in the boundless mercy and goodness of 
God, and her faith in the ultimate purity and bliss of 
all intelligences, in conversation with her husband 
just before ber death, 

From a certain stage of her disease, it seems she 
neither expected nor desired to recover her health._— 
But, as she hnd devoted to the best advantage a rea- 
sonable portion of her time to the “ nurture and ad- 
monition” of her tender charges, she calmly gave her 
maternal directions concerning her household, which 
may properly be called “a parting blessing.” She 
regularly took leave of her littie clnidren ; those that 
could not approach her without assistance, she request- 
ed her husband to elevate, thut she might behold them, 
which of course was done ; when she closed her eyes 
on all earthly objects, and bid-a final adieu to pain 
and wo, to rest with her Father and her God. 

Itis almost unnecessary to add, that, in the death of 
this werthy wowan, her hushand’s foss-cannot be re- 
paired by any temporal gitt—and that her children 
(though they have yet remaining a kind and devoted 
parent as well as a Father in heaven) have been de- 
prived of their more immediate guide and instructress, 
and society of one of its brightest ornaments, as her 
amiableness had become proverbiul.—But, 

“ Why should we mourn departed friends, 

Or shake at Death’s alarms? 

Tis but the voice that .lesus sends 

To ca}l them to his arms.“—[ Communicated. ] 
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HYMN OF NATURE. 
God of the earth’s extended plains! 
The dark green fields: contented lie ; 
‘The mountains rise liké body towers 
When man might commune with the sky ; 
The tall cliff challenges the storm 
The towers upon the vale below, 
Where shaded mountains send their streams, 
With joyous musick is theie flow. 


God of the dark und heavy deep ! 


Whose wa je sleeping on the sands, 
"Pill the Ptrampet of the storm 
Hath sunimon’@'up their thundering hands, 


‘Then the white sai!s are dash’d with foam, 
Or hurry trembling o’er the seas, 

‘Till calmed by thee, the sinking gale 
Serenely breathes——lepart in peace, 

God of the forest's solemn shade ! 

‘The grandeur of the lonely tree 

That wrestles singly with the gale, 

Lifts up admiriog eyes to thee: 

Bat more mujestick far they stand 
When, side by side, their ranks they form 
To wave on high their plumes of green, 
And fight their battles with the storm. 


God of the light and viewless air ! 
Where summer breezes freely flow, 

Or gathering in their angry might, 

The fierce-and wintry tempest blow : 
All—from the evening's plaintive sigh 
That hardly lifts the drooping flower, 

To the wide whirlwind’s midnight cry— 
Breathe forth the language of thy power, 


Goil of the fair and open sky! 

How giorious above us spring 

The tented robe of heavenly blue 
Suspended on the rainbow’s ring : 

Fach briltiant.star that sparkles throngh, 
Qach gilded cloud that wanders free, 

In evening’s purple radiance—gives, 
The beauty of its praise to thee. 


-God of the rolling orts above ! 
Thy name is written cleanly bright, 
In the warm day’s unvarying blaze, 
Or evening's golden shower of light, 
For every fire that fronts the sun, 
And every spark that walks alone 
Around the utmost verge of heaven, 
Were kindled at thy burning throne. 


God of the world ! the hour mustcome ! 
And nature'sself to dust return ; 

Her crumbling altars must decay, 

Her incence fires shall cease.to burn : 
Butstill her grand and lovely scenes 
Have made men’s warmest praites flow, 
The hearts grew holier as they trac’d 
The beauty of the world below. 


Core tere 
EVENING HYMN OF THE TYROLESE 
PEASANTS. 
“ Der heben fener stunde schleckt.” 


The hour of soft repose is near, 

Its lov’d times swell upon the car 
With sweetly soothing sound ; 

Again froin toil and care we're free ! 

Come, let us to the sunset tree, 
With light and joyous bound. 


Come, lét us to its pleasant shade, 
And conch ason the mossy glade 
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Where many a wild flower blows, 
How sweet, how dearis labour’s rest ! 
How pure, how exquisite its zest ! 

How calm the mind’s repose ! 


They who recline on beds of down, 

And rest from toi] have neverknown, 
Our pity only share ; er 

Fatigu d with ease, their languid powers 

Feel not the charm of sleep like ours, 
They wake alone to care, 


Sweet is the hour of our re 
When day has smil’d its farewell close, 
And sweet the Sabbath’s rest ! 
But sweeter far that soothing balm, 
Thut lengthen’d Sabbath’s calm, 
In mansions of the blest ! 


There in our heavenly Father's sight, 
Releas’d from toil, of burdens light, 

We shall true rest enjoy : 
There shall we faint not, feel no pain : 
There sorrow, sin, assail in vain, 

And bliss shall never ¢loy. 

A RE IE 
From the Unitarian. 
+ HYMN. 


Not in the solitude 

Alone, may man commune with heaven, or see 
Only in savage w 

And aunny vale, the preseni Deity ; 
Or dnly hear his voice 

Where the winds whisper and the waves rejoice. 


Even here do I hehold 

Thy steps, Almighty !—here, amidst the crowd 
‘brough the great city toll'd, 

With everlasting murmur deép and lood— 
Choking the ways that wind . 4. ~ 

*Mongst the proad piles,the work of human kind. 


Thy golden sunshine comes 

From the routd heaven, and on their dwellings lies, 
And lights their inner homes— 

For them thou fill’st with air the unbounded skies, 
And givest them the stores : 

Of ocean, and the harvest of its shores. 
Thy spirit is around, 

Quick’ning the restless mass that sweeps along ; 
And this eternal sound— 

Voices and footfalls of the aumberless throng —~ 
Like the resounding sea, 











Or like the rainy tempest, speaks of thee. 
And whenthe hours of rest, 
Come, like a cxlm. upon the mid-sea brine, 
Hushing its billowy breast-—- 
The quiet of that noment, 100, is'thine 5 
It breathes of him who keeps 
The vast and heipless city while itgleeps. B- 
ba 
MARRIED.—In Cohocton, Steuben county, on the 
29th ult. by the Rev. Wm. W. Bostwick, Mr. Joms 
H. Curape.t, Jeweller of this village, to Mise Mr- 
Lita, daughter of P, Cuok, Esq. of the former place. 
Beer TAass earn eet 


DIED—In Albany, on the 3d inst. Peter Donnelly; 
jun. son of Thomas Donnelly, esq: 
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